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ROYAL DEPARTURE 

On 30th June, 1953, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 
and Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret set out from 
England for their second visit to Southern Rbodesia, a British self­
governing territory lying between the Zambesi and Limpopo Rivers 
in South-Central Africa. In 1947 the Royal Family travelled to 
Southern Africa in H.M.S. Vanguard, pride of the Royal Navy; this 
year, the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret flew in the famous 
Comet jet-airliner, the pride of Bqtain's Civil Aviation. H.M. the 
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh (above) were at London Airport to 
sec the Royal tourists depart, as were Lord Swinton, Secretary of State 
for Commonwealth Relations, and Mr. Oliver Lyttelton, Colonial 
Secretary. Princess Margaret (le/1) turned to give a last wave as she 
followed her mother into the plane. (Below left) the Comet in flight. 
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At noon on ISt July the plane 
carrying the Queen Mother and 
Princess Margaret touched 
down at Salisbury's new air­
port, eleven miles outside the 
capital city. It was the first 
time that a Comet had landed 
at this airport. First to welcome 
the Royal visitors as they 
disembarked was ,, -�-•}��--



ROYAL DEPARTURE 

On �lh J\Ul� 19<.3., He: M11ic�y Q�,:o Bll�beth The Queen. ,\lOlbc,r
and Hn Ro� ·H!g.hncs1, The l'rin<t61 M.1Jl'tflrc1 set out from 
Engtutd fur thdr stcood , ·i�it to SocWm Rboek$b, a Brir is.h J<lf� 
go,,·e.m.i� tcrr itWy bi.I'll,'. tx{W(cn the Zu."T.bo:Si aod Li� Riv«$ 
fo Sou11t,,Cc nmd A.frii..!., h1 r94; ;he Roy.il family uavcU¢d to
SO\lthet.n Afr iCfl i:i J•J.M.S.  l"c:,lflf.td, pride Qf t!-.c Roy:il Na11y; tbl.$ 
}'W, tbe Quoen Mc:ther ud Prinetit Mariurc: flew in tbc famou1
C= �N.iriiotr, tltc pride ()i Bti :11i.n's Y\·i! Aviltioo, H.M. the 
Queen Md the Duk�()( &1i."1.b\lrgh {ab:>tlt) WCr<' \1.t Le-ndoo AftPQA 10 
$Ce (he Ro-;'.I! 1-our:m <Uput,U WC(C Lord Swinton, &:w:U(y of St�l"C
for C-QJnmon..,,�111:h Rc!atior.,, !1)(.1 M.r. Oliver Lynd100, Colo«ii.31 
s«fflati•, Pr!r.c«s .\Wsarct (i<f() ml"tlcd 1() s,frc 1 l:m wJ.v-e- u ti>¢(ol.lQV.� her mother into 1hc pl.:1..-ic. (JMON l(/1) the Comet in llii;ht ,

-AND ARRIYAL At iwon � I" J(lb' the plal')C 
c11rrying 1!-.c Queen 1\.tolber aod 
Princcsi Musnttt tow:bl:4
down flt Snlisbury'J w:w a.ir­
POit, �levffl mile$ OUPSidt the 
(':)J')it(ll �lty .  lt wv dx lint 
t ime tbtt a Coo,c,i had lnrnlcd
1rt 1h& 11irP<1tt, Pttu to \\'C,loome 
1be Ro)'�l �•jj;i tcm M 1hcy 
di$C'll'lbGlrltcd wa, Ma)OJ· General Sir Jolin KffU'ICdy, 
Oovtmor of Soudxro RJiod· 
eSia, He h � en (on,,siu N,;1) 
;i.t the- tx.tttmC !Cit or the 
pk� U lh.C Queen Motl'.er 
and l'"JU'.lcn� Mariµre1 11re 
being greeted by (/f"(IW n,f/ir :o 
t.f:)Mn. l .M.R. MIICU-1)03,tl, 
wifo <,f 1hc Unittd K.inid(lltl 
Hi,tb Coouni�ion«, r,.,tr, 
MIK'.UIU1a11, Mr$, J.M. Cudi• 
co:t, wire -O( tbe M! ni."1er o( 
t\grkultur,:, .i.nd M t ,  Q..ldkocr. 



Tlll:Y l!JII\'& 'fRllOC,Cfl TOl! CAl'ITAl- c1rv 

c,o,..,•ds cb«:r«I 1he Qu(en M<>tl>.tt and .Prinet$S Ma.rpm all along the 
�u.�c fmm tbe air90C110 tM: ctpital ci.t)', wbett, w ith II mounted et00n of lhc. 
J3tit.i'11 Sou'lh AM« Pal� they dl'O\·� t�h 1hc d«orutcd $ti«($ (a�) 
co Ooi-ernmcnl Hou� (IH/ow, left) for ll :4-boW' IC$1 bc!Off ldivina by in.in 
(Mow ri/At) for BW�·•)'O m the t1is,h1 of the lOO July .  nm wts tbc swt 
or a. 1,s«:>-mil,e j ou.-ncv � n.il and rotd, v.•hkh was to� 16 cbyt 111d COTtt 
mucli oftbe country Which ;he Rora! :Ftmily bMl not icen in 1947, 
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THE ROYAL TOUR OF 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
• 

AN EY£.WITNESS ACCOUNT BY ASTLEY 11AWKINS 

S 
lNCE the days of Qu«n Victoria, the
Briti· s.h Throoc 1u.$ represented pro-
1cction against jnju$ti« to millions of 

Africans. AU the thoU$ands of Aft1Cm$ who 
Rocked to sec the Queen Mother 2nd Prinot$$ 
Margaret during their tour of Southern 
Rhodesi2 in July, J9S3) mUSt now fed th :u this 
protC¢tive spiri t is still \'Cf}' much alive in 
the Royal famil>• t<>day. 

QU¢Cn Eliitbctb the Queen Mother Wa$
magnifi«nt at e,·cry• St3Sc of h er lon,g and 
tiring 1,500-mile journey, which took her 
right through the sclf•govcming Colony that
is this year celebrating the ccnten-ry of Cc<:il Rbod�, its fowid er. 

Nothing was 100 tri\•i21 for Her 1\bjCJty to 
sec and to discu$$, � one among :ill the huo ­
drcds of thowancls who saw her was, 100 
in,sjgnificant to be notioed. The Africans in
tbcir isolated \tiUages and the Africans of the 
town$ arc still disCtU:Sfog her friCl'.dliness.
They responded tO this wbole-ht:utedly, and 
showed by their lack of sc:lf-cotl$dou.snes.s th:u 
she had tbcir full ttUSt. 

On the wa y  to  .\bngwcnde, t he huge 
African rescn•e so miJC$ from Salisb ury, the 
RoyaJ pany st<1ppcd to picnic on the banks of 
the Shawano� River. There, African 'A-omen 
sponta oc<>usl y kft their h uts in the ndrby
village and came into the midst of the Royal 
p::irty to present lh·c ¢hitkcns and mealies to 
the Queen Mother and PriDCC$$ Margaret.

CM'I J()/m RWn-t_li, FClff'ldtr of R.Wn,a-.'VJS 
born DI B;s/wp's StlP(/ord, Htn/OnlJhi,,.o.. ,  ,,,, '""• 
18,3, Sou:1im1 Rhodtsia's rapid drotkp,,wit #/<Ke 
1890 r«iu/4 }>Oi'f f;kDud Rltodis, r.rhost mi,,r �lritw� 
moiu t.."tT, ofw1 br:wd "' ' ,P<rd and f'"�I ,m·�.

H,ditdq,1 26tliMauh , 190:i. 

• • •

It w:ts not quite like t hat at 1hc \'t-.t)' start 
of tbc tour. When the Royal visitors drov-e 
from Salisbury airport to G<>,·cmmcnt House. 
an clevcn•m.ile drl\'c> there we-re thousands of 
Europeans in thcir bctt holiday clothes, Indian
WOmcn in colourful R.ris, and Afri¢an mothers 
with babies <>n their backs lini ng the route, 
aod SCCrtc$ of grc.tt enthusiasm too): place. 
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A comer of tbe klwlac on the Roy,-! T rti:i. All t'utnlrutt; Wll$ made 
from IDdigcnnus wood ; tbc dl11t$ were u.pbolstcttd ii) fawo andtttcn b«)¢1(!c the cbestcrficld suite in r.spuuy m�ucttc. The
QUccn MOthC"�S b«lroom (bt/.ottl) WH futl'lhhcd ln bird S•C� map le.

THE SA:UE TRAIN COACHES 

AS USED FOR 1947 TOUR 

Howt,·cr, on the pan of the Africans there was 
still SOIIl(': $light rCStr:ti:<tt in dcmonstl'Stiog their 
fee lings, 

How different w·is the pict1,1rc only a <b}' Or 
so l:t1cr. When the Royal party boarded the 
Royal mtln of fiftctn freshly painted, i vory ­
white eoac.hcs the foJJowing c,-cning:, there 
wtrt some signs that the Afri� peopk .,,,�re 
�nning to overcome their 6m shynCS$ .  

The Roy:i.1 pany uavclkd in three ai r •
oonditioocd @che$ which had been used for 
the 1947 tour of Soulh Africa. The col()ur
$Cbcmcs i.o the- bedroom oompanmeot:s of the
Queen M<>tber and of Princess Margaret were 
identical-blue and beige with bird'S-C}'C: 
maple panelling. 

The adjoining bathrooms had Jifne..gr«-n 
porcelain and cre:1m walls. English bath 
crystals aod so3_p tableu we� p:o\•ided­
vcrbena for the Queen Mother and rtm#tiOn 
for Princcss Marpm. Both bedrooms had 
built-io radios and drtSs-ing: tab!� with Jong mirrors and an glass. dressing $ct$. 

The lounge dining car was paneUed with 
nath-c South Af.r:e2.n h.:miwoods. and bad a 
fined beige carpet o..nd armchairs. Twelve 
btige lea ther caneback ehai.rt were placed 
1r0llnd the polished hardwood t.il>lc. B e ­
tween the 1-oul'lge ati.d dining sections of lhe 
coach was a weU•fitcc-d �r tended by Gbsgow­
bom St1'Jor Steward Robert Manhews, Mw 
scn'U'lg his :!7th year with the Rhodesian
Railwavs, 

In the kitchen of the RO)'Sl train wer<: 
,pcci3.! delicacies flown out from Brit:l.in for 
the jo.:,.rnc\'. Supplies oi the Queen Mothe r'$
ia\'ouritc Chim; tea artd ptcSCr•..-cd ginger were 
in the larder i and the chef, Michael Vlomun 
of South Attica, who bad cooked for the
Ro>.l family at Victoria Falls in J9.J7, v.-u 
storing Scotch S2lmoo and DO\'Ct soles in his 
ref.igerator. 

The first dinner party aboard the tr.tinincluded bc>tb these dishes as 'A'CU as <:h.id:en 
consomme, a.1-paragus, t'03St Rhodesian tutk,ey, 
:ind apple meringue. The Qutcn Mother's 
iavou.nie sherry • and white wines were also 
se-m:d, Around lhc walls were anemone$, 
delphiniums, daffodils, \ ·ioleuJ roses, aod 
gJ:t<lioli ro  m:uch the diffcrc.ni colour schemes. 

Cor,:imud .,_. ,  pa,, 6
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TliE CITY OF BULAWAYO 

At lh 1bwayu tbe Queen Mocbt.r insl)ffle<I a 
G-.iar,;t of HOl'lout dr.1wn ft(lm the ..-uioua 
Wliu or tbc Soul.hem Rhodesia Tcrri torl11t
F0r�(,igh,)ttld tbm, with J>rinc cu ,\.1.ugi:im,
d.-ovc for t1e11N)• five 1nilc$ •h.t<l\tgh ntteu
py 'lrit.h �' ;ind cheering Cl\lwds to �an ..
mcnt Hou,c. That 3/t cmoon, tbc QU<cn 
MOtll(r and the Princess (t\-/«4) mo10ttd 10Q\ u:cn's Ground wberc, by l)ttMini • bunnn.
tlu: Quttn •"1-0thct officlaUy opened lltc gii1e, 
or the Rhodt.s Om1cn3ry Exbibllioo . 

.e..,,.,,..,. ,,,. BulaW11yo, wltt:�c 1hc great (:.)(bibirinn "U 
C= q � s,ag«l,is tl-..e � eityof $Ql)lhcm Rhodt-.si11 .  • It .,,,'U founded io ,&93 oo the site or lite 

bhtd kins 1...obmt,•,11.t's kNw -·· Tb(c Plucc ol
Slau.;hter .'' Tod\ly it iS tl-.c hudq1 ,amn oi the IUux l cJU kailwuy:5 and
b im�r.ant oocitr.atia l and iod\lSiriaJ centre il$U idc lhc ir..:Jin r:1il ai1d 
roid linl:� wil11 the Uniun <,f Sou.th Africi aoiJ Nonhcm Rhodcda and 
tr..e Bc!Jian Cungo. Bult\>.'&)'0 ...,..., !"'Cll. the :n:11us (I( 11 dt)• -On its
f.fd«h birthday in 1943. Jcsrtt:ima1M J'lOJ)\llacion 1$ 40peo F.uro,pcans,
8�,ooo Afriu.,,. 11nd 3:400 <ltbcr r11�. 
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LAWAYO 

her inspected a 
�rn the various 
lcsia Territorial 
inccss Margaret, 
through streets 
,wds to Govern­
on, the Queen 
ow) motored to 
cssing a button, 
pencd the gates 
bition. 
exhibition was 
,hern Rhodesia. 
the site of the 
·" The Place of 
ia Railways and 
1c main rail and 
n Rhodesia and 
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At Bulawayo the Queen Mothct lll$pccted a 
Guard of Honour drawn from the various 
units of the Southern Rhodesia Territorial 
Force (right) and then, with Princess Margaret, 
drove for nearly five miles through streets 
gay with flags aod cheering crowds 10 Govern­
ment House. That afternoon, the Queen 
Mother and the Princess (b</"'11) motored to 
Queen's Ground where, by pressing n button, 
the Queen Mother officially opened the gates 
of the Rhodes Centenary Exhibition. 

Bulowo.,,o', 
Bu!awaro, whcre the great exhibition was 

Coat of Am,, staged, 1s the second city of Southern Rhodesia, 
It was founded in 1893 on the site of the 
black king Lobcngula's kraal-" The Place of 

Slaughter." Today it is the headquarters of the Rhodesia Railways and 
an impertant commercial and industrial centre astride the main rail and 
road links with the Union of South Africa and Northern Rhodesia and 
the Belgian Congo. Bulawayo was given the status of a city on its 
fiftieth birthday in 1943. Its estimated population is 40,000 Europeans, 
85,000 Africans and 3,400 other races. 

Au,ae,,.z-h 



THE CR011"0 BREAK' RA,'iKS 

TO SEE ROY \L YJSITORS 

The lhou�lfu!ocss or th< Ql:,to Mother 
throughout tfx 'Kbc� mp WU � whctl 
sh<: ordt«:d that so:nc of the delicacies from 
the Ro)'al kitchen should b e  sbltCd with the 
newspapermen Md otlx-:s t."'1\-Clhi: in  the: 
pilot: CraiD. 

Lam on, when sM was tt Go\ ·crnment 
Houst, 8uhwa)--o, i t  came to bcr cars that fOlDe 
o£ tht �rs in the pilot min had noc had 
sufficient bbnltct1 for the cold tt.i,:ht aunosphcre
of lhc mounto.lns.. lix.tn blank cu were 
immcdiuct,- s� aad a fc,,,• days later the 
Queen Mother anqw:ttd about it 1pm and was 
plca$cd to hcor th:n the tr:t,·cllcn ,...'<re now 
more comfort:ablc:. 

It .,. on )I'd July that the Royal tnic 
rcaehcd Bulawayo for the opening o( the 
Rbode1 Cc:ntcRIJ')' Ex'hfbllion. Lo.rgc crowds
bad .plbcrcd to •'8teb the Ro)•al �•
aod bc:rc- lb: Spoct.WICOUS �th� r:,( (he 
people really showed for the fir$t time. Four 
littk European girls pointed the way .  Dcspilc 
the gv;&rds tini.n,: the route, mt)• $tipped 1nto 
the road In the path of the Roy:al car and hdd 
up PoSICJ of flowen, 

Tbe Qucco Mother's cu slowed down__. aod
it appcattd as if her chaufe-ur in1mdcd to 
1werve l'Ol.lnd the Uttle group of children. Jhu 
tt a word from the Qlk:cn Mothc.r the car 
MOpptd a."ld ooc child, AX-year-old },� 
Pb.!.hcn.., whispettd to Hc-r MaJffiY � •• From 
Con,-cot High School, 1>ltasc," 3:S ahc handed 
up rosct and sv•ttt peat "'itb lV.'O bottt of 
cbocolltc$, �h bott picrurcs oC c.hc Q1K'Co 
and the O�e or Edi:,,burgh. 

"Thank you ''C'r)' much.'' Quec:n Eliwbcth 
- .. , ho  - the sins. and tbe police 
ct('(ln kd the youthful deputation �d: t0 &he 
roadside. 

But 1hc crov.•d broke � in the itation 
1ppr01Ch aod it 'WllS oa.ty wilh. difficulry tbat 
they wtrc forced back q:a in .  Their d1cicn 
bro�t amilct 10 Lbe raocs of Queen E.li-u1bcth 
Md Princos M� who wa\--c,d and bo\\'ed 
to the ci:dtcd P<09fe on �tbtt ,Jd,e of them. 
The Queen Mother was ln white, Vl'e:'!rln� a 
ctfpc costume coat, cw& trimmed w ith 
oslri<:h fcubcss, IOd • small otr-tho-&o. whiu 
hat :tbo uimmcd with os1rich fc.11hers. She 
wore :t thrte-StrOM pearl nccld3Cc 11.0d pell.II 
cmiilp. Princcu M.ugam •'U v;carina a

Wtffl-"""PJtt#I 
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Duri� their U)'Ut of the Bx:hibi dOll (JIM'<) on 
4th July, th<: Q11.«n Mo:,tb« wd Prinllt$S 

Mus11r« , •ititcd the Nuioolll 1•.,,,·mon, when:
tbe) '  ftCtiwd many gi fl*., indlbding these fmc 
drunn f:rom Upnd11 (IX/=). Al.$0 in the
Ugar.da Pavi lion, tbe l'riOOC:$$ (rith() was ,·ccy•
intcf'6tod tn "l'C):!,'Yo' '  a I� «1b. A t  the
Moxarubique l'a\·ilmn (W0t:, ri(br) 1h¢ Royal
\'i$i tort �n: met by lltlCJld:int5 l:'I p!CC\ltt'll<l,UC 
<Ostumc. All C0\11UtiC! in Africa $0trtl1 of the 

Sudan took p11n in the Exhibitkln u wdl 11$ the
United �dom, .,tad&ga$C3r, Reunion, 31:ld
Z:11.11.Zibar • 

.___ --
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A )IESSACE FROM 

THE Ql"EEK 

beige tilk poplin dreu and a small beige 
ooronet hat v.;th a dis.mood brooch. 

For $ix bout$ du.-ing the prc\•ious night the
Royal train had beeo halted on a siding at 
Dabuka, near Gwclo, 100 miles from Bulawayo 
in order tb:it the Royal \'i:si to:s might haw,? a n
und.isrurbed res t .  But :all the time: the train 
moved on during the rest of the night, f.inncrs
and farmv:01keN, who had tr .welled in some 
OMeS soores o f miles to see it, w-a\·cd as the 
coaches wcrtt by. 

l wateflcd from the windows of my �-n 
ooach and saw them standing beside the line, 
huddled in blatlkct$ agnin.n the oold of the
night. but springing to life M the white coochcs 
approached. 

The QuWJ Mother brought a message from 
the Quc:co when sht formally declared open the 
Rhod� C(,n1enar)' Exhibition, after t he Royal
car Md ptS:Std round the circuit of Qucen•s 
Ground, wh ich v.-u paCMCI with 20,000 people
including many Eu ropean md African sclX>OI•
ehi ldn:n. Africans in all �o ds of c-olourful
dtt$S stood in the stands and Wllvcd flags or
dappcd with their hands, raised abov e  thci.r
heads. 

It had b«o intended thtt the Queen Mo.ibcr 
sh<>uld open the main g:ates of t he-exhibi1iou by 
prcs$iog 8 bu no n on the dais in Quoen•sGround. 
bu t instead 'Sht drO\ 'C a mile and a half to the 
gates while Afri¢an! r.io alongside hc.r car as is
their traditional manner or greeting :a ch.icf.

Frwn the dais the Queen Mother spoke to 
the gre.t crowd. The message from her 

C,qmi-.J ()II P:We 10 



A �IESSAGE FROM 

THE Qt;EEK 

beige si lk poplin dress and a small beige
ooronct hilt v.ith s di:1mond brooch. 

For $i;\ : hours during the pre\•ic)u$ ni_gbt the
Royal ttain h2d b«o haired oo a siding 3t 

Dabuka_. ne:1.r Gwelo_. 100 miles from Bul:.awayo 

in order that the Roys! ,•t$iwrs might ba,,e. an
undistuclxd rest . But all the time 1he train 
mc:wed on duri ng the rest of the ni,sbt, farmers 
and fannwotkers, who had na,•e.lkd in some
CWSC$ :soorcs of miks to sec it, waved as tJ,e 
coaches w-t:u bv .  

I wa1che(t from the wfodow:s of my own 
cooch :ind saw them standing beside the line. 
huddJed in bl:anke.1$ 11gi,jmt the cold of the 
n.ight_. but spriiiging to life 2S the white coaches
approached. 

The Queen Mother brought a message from 
the Quceo when she formalJ y d«:lared open tbe 
Rb od,:; Ceotena.ry Exhibition, after tbc Royal 
car had passed round the cirru.it of Qucen•s 
Ground, which Wl.lS packed with 20,.000 pcop!t
including many European ;:ir,,d African school­
diildm,. Afikans 1.0 all �ods of co1<>1.1.rful 
dn::ss stood in the Stands and W2vcd flags or
dappcd with their handsc r:i.i$Cd abo\ ·e their 
beads. 

It had bceo intended dtat the Queen M0<hei 
sh()uJ.d open the m.si n S"le$ of the eltbibi1ion by 
p�iog a bun on oo the dais in Que(:O'$G-round, 
b1.1t iostead she drove a mile sod a half to the 
gateS while A(ri¢ans rao s!ong:side her «:ar as is
th.c it u:iditiooal manoet of groeting a chi e f .

Fr¢m the dais the Qucco Mother S(l(lke to 
1he grc-at crowd. The message fl'(lm her 

OR 1riim.:J OIi ppte t o  

P�eS 



TIil! •OY,\I, \' l!lYOJIJ 
AT Tll4 £)(.11.i°l!
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A.f llJC,4.1'( \'ll.UC1J: 

At the Afriain Mo<ld
Villase, whlc:h v.-as OhC 
or the most lntC1e5tina:
re1:11urcs of the RbO<lts 
Ccn.tcnary ExbibitJoa, 
the Q� Motlier (l,t/r) 
W11. PrtKntcd wiilb 11 
bcautit'lJlly carvffl pi«e
oC il'\'lry. Ht.t ,\bjcsty
and the PrinCC$$ Mat •
SUl'.t lll to .... 1uch¢d intivc
bl.acksmldu Ill v.'Od: 

(M,oe:,)� u5in& � t«.h· 
nl q\lC$ wbicb bt\'C been 
l\ltldt-11 dawn the CffltU• 
rici. In al)()(ber pon o,! 
tht. vilbge they Inspected 
a wide vuicc)• or b&$lcct •
worki, and wood and bota 
CRl'Yin$, A.{ri($11 hand� 
cnfq { ratl)  m�y pun 
o( lhc OO!ltinomt ""'UC 
rtl)rcse:ot«l in the Model 
VWat;c wbicb drew la� 
crc:r-.'ds of spccu1on . 

•



ROYAL TRIBUTE TO 

CECIL JOHN RHODES 

<Uug.htcr ran : · •  I have such hapey memories of
my visit to Southern Rh<>dcsi-a in )947 d12t itga\'c me real ple.lsure to become the patron of 
this cxhibi1ion which my mochcr is to open

tocb) • ,  J wish ttll $UCOC:SS to it and continued
prosperity to the three tcrri tOriC$."

On the platform with the Qu«n Mother
weic the Go\•cmol'$ of Southern and Nonhcrn 
Rhodesia and N�land, and two nieces of
Cecil Rhodes. Miss Gcorsi:i Rh<>de$ and M.iss 
Vio let Rhodes» who had come from Britain for
1hc ce:rcmonr. 

The Qu«l'.l Mother said th.at the i113pir11ion
which had driven Rhodes to the nonh had bec-n 

no mere desire for territorial expansion as such
but in iu C$$cncc a spiritual mot.i\'c .

"He ha.s been called a great drc:t.mer:• she 
said > 

1' -and so he was. Out be differed from 
many dreamers in th:u, while his eyes- might
be 6xed on ;i star, his fciet were always 6rmly
planted on lhc ground. 

"South(rn Rhodesians arc versed in the
art of self;;<)\'tro.mcnt i1, which the Northern

Rhodesians and people o f  N ya$1.land arc now
to have their share,'' the Queen Moth« said. 
"He:e t$ a prosperous nation wi 1h an ever
brightening prorru&e of more pr<l$pcrity before
it, one nation, let us always remember, though 
drawn from divers sour«S, European and 
African.'' 

Tbe Royal v isitors were pres.cnted with
diamond and platinum brooches, rc:pres.cnting 
Rbodc,ia.'$ Oamc lily, these being rcpliC3s 
of that given by Soothcm Rhodes-i:i.u $Chool• 
children to the Queen on her 21st birtbda)· 
I� 1947. 

I have rarely heard a more cnthusfastic and 
spootancous cbccr than lhat which went up 
when the Queen Mo ther immediately p inned
her brooch 10 her dl'CS3. 

Northcz:n Rhodesia.'$ gift to the 9_uecn 
Mother wa.1 a sballow, citrular dish of highly
_polished copper on a Jow base-, Prin«ss
i\Urgarct rc«i\'Cd a $Ct o( nine bowls, each 
w,ghly polished inside but of unb urnishcd 
copper outside . .  

As mother and daughter went s)owly round 
the exhibit-ion tbae '\\'ttc ttnewcd c:xprtSsions
of Joyalty from th¢ Cl'()\\'d$. The people 

In tht A/ricaJi Mcdtl V,1/<lft• !htu lllltiw fflM/UUl,u 
munain.td tlu �- M¢':h,t, ,mi PtiJKCSJ l'.1ar,IPU 
b' �'Qi11111n gzt-¢l.l 11-1m tM, colt!NJJ1 i.-urrimwm. 

* * * 

pressed !11 on th e Royal parry, and die police 
had to link hands to keep a passage dear for 
them to walk. African onlookers daoccd with 
delight as lhc Qu«n Mother repeatedly �used 
to tmilc: :u them. At the end of the \'isit to 
the: exhibition buildings the :Royal visitorsrode . back to their car1 in one of the exhibition's 
tnctor buses. 

On 4th July tbe Qu=tn Mother and Pri ncess 
Margaret toured the Cl:bibition a $C00nd time,
and uoppcd to inspect many o f the p:wi.lioos 
of t he 1$ nation$ u.king put.

Africans in ttibo.1 drc$$ danced and chanted
and clapped in cc:rc:monial greeting 10 the
Queen i\\othcr 3J\d the Princess as they walked
through a oativc villaJc which was pan of the 
exhibition. Some of the woroen d:lnccrs 

CiNit1•NltltJ � p,:Jll J! 





The R.0)'$1 tourisu oho Roppcd 1.t Barh11m Green Vi l� �),
a r«imlly dc:vdopcd Housing F..sutc: for ool.ou(cd f)C(l(llc:, 

CENTENARY PILGRIMAGE TO 

CECIL RHODES'$ TOMB 

mrtw thcmsch'CJ so dose t0 the Rop.l party that the Queen Mothc:r aod tbc Prin<;¢$$ w�rc 
almost forced to Step bac-k. Therc was n o  
misuking the plcuurt: th ::n thls cxpreS:s.ioa,. of 
afi'oction gave to the ,-isitor1, bowe,�r, and 
their smiles in rum delightcd tbe dancers. 

Straight from the cxhibition. the Ro)•::il 
\''A-it0n wC2)t to Bul::iwayo•t Centn.l Park, 
where there wu an Opcn•Howc garden pany 
for all the citizens. More than 10,000 of them 
took this chance of seeing the Queen Mother 
and the Prinoes:s. 

At night lhc visitor$ were present at a gala 
pcrforrmnoc by the Halle Orchenra, under 
Sit John Batbirolli, ar the 3,ooo-«:tt theatre 
in the exhibition grounds. The prog:rammc 
included ao Elizabethan suite arranged by 
Barbirolli and a specia l  Rhodesian March 
composed by  Eric Coates. 

Ahbough the �pie of Bulawayo h ad  hoped 
that the Royal \'ls.itors might make the Suncby 
pilgrimage to the tomb of Cecil Rhode$ outside 
the city, they h::td bcc.o informed tbnt it WM not 
p:t.rt of the programme . There 1/l'aS oonsidcr-
11blesutprise therefor e when the Qu«n Mother 

and Prinoeu M:i.rsa.ret. climbed half a mile up 
in.to lbe wild, rocky M.atopo Hills to attend a 
oentcoary senice at l he gra\·e. Fi,oe thousand 
pilgrims applauded tlltm :is they took their 
scats nesr the 03.t g�nite sbb whieb oovers 
the g:r:we of the pioneer who g:a,'C: bis name 10 
Rhodesia. 

Throughout tbc scrvi.oe a ):ccn wind whipped 
,aos.s the rocky s.wnmit, bu!f"eting the Rof#.1 pany. It was no doubt this wind whieb 
brought on the cold that c:'t.USCd Princess 

Margartt to curtail her part of the tour. 
W:lilin; pipe$ pl.ari.og laments aecompaniedthe pilgrimage to the  Rhodes grave, :1.0.d the 

stone slab was gl'3dU3ll)' hiddeo beneath wonder ­
ful wreaths offlowcrS, inctudmg those from the 
Queen Mother aod l>rinoes.s Margaret, many 
Rhode$ scholan, and uibutC$ from America. 

Earlier the RO)':tl vi$.it0!$ had attended 
di\ine scmoe it St. John's Church i n  Bula­
wayo, o.nd immodiltely afterwards the queen 
Mother and the P rincess dro,-c off to visit the 
Barham Green Village for Col oured People 
aod an old people's home where SC>mC of tbe 
pionceu of Rhodesia now li,•e. 





Ai Lt. .... t '\ ·c, 1•1hcrc the 
Soc-tl-.cm Rhodesian 
Govcmcc1n lu$ r,,._ 
Yidtd t",1,'0 $Choos, • 
dime lnd a pon 
.:6«, th< Q\)ffll 
Mo:bcr {rigiu) talked 
with European v.-d• 
&:c w�crs. 1.uveff 
w-u tbc rwh·c name 
or a ro""" Chk1' 
Natn·e C:muni s.s.ioG'I •  
n, Lt.·Col0e1d C .  L 
Carbutt, and mcms 
"bu.ucrfly." 

,, ___ _

� ·--, .. ...-

CWELO 

On 71.h July, the Queen. Moc.her W 
the- Prillms � a 1 0\lf of the 
Mi dh,,nd, town,, Startin& �t G'lll(-10-, 
,,more u1Uonu1Utdy oo s>blXCSNJl>hs 
"'>ere 1akm of the Roytl Visit.. 
Thctt tbc �en Modin �pmcd 
the Mtm0ri11 Ga.1 cs at Oi:iplin 
Sdioo l, mc1 IIJrmien from 1hc Roy,il 
Ait F orcr $ Ctllon Ill Thornhi ll, and 
le.cl.in&: Africans from Gwcloand tbc c-<>-:f14'.,.., awrowidills dbtrlas. At • morning 
tea party I.he R<,yt.l l"lsi1ors me< $0mt or the few ttnu ining 
pioo«"U uid J')iOo«tt' w!d0',1,'f !Ind l!l5pcctcd de111chtnmta
of Swuu, Gl.lidt:s, St ,  Johll Ambulance 8rl&•dc, and Red 
Cro5s.  TM t:WJ"ll>hkti ccouc � Southem Rhodesb, 
G•'do is dn·dopm; n.pid)y u>d\1$trlally, 

CATOOMA & HARTLEY 

{4tooma and ttartky 'A'<tt the 
last stops in Ulc tO'Ut of lht �\Jd· 
JsD<l.s tOWM. At Gatooma, • 
mining 11'.ld indusui&I ll)V,'C, 
Princcu M�rt (k/r) r«,ri\•cd 
• bouquet from a link s:irl, At
Hanky, one of the eulit3t Euro­
pe&l'l tcnlt.men.u in tbe <"OWIU)',
1be Queen Mocher (rithi) ch.med 
to Ol'1c -Of I.be town•s oldeu 
inhabilUIU .. 
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THEIR GREETING WAS 

"AlllZ ! ABIZ ! " 

The Wit to B-ub\nyo cadcd oe 6th July with 
1 p;,geat1t in t he Exhtbllion Thcalrc (icpicting
,ccncs rrom lbc life of Cecil Rhodes. Thc:tc 
wtrc 3,000 iosidc the theam, ilKluding 11'12:DJ 
scboo1childrcll, and many m� tbo U$aads 
outside. Before going- to 1.hc theatre, the 
� vishon drove to Luvc.,�. a Gcwtramcnt 
��rtluo.tal vilbf: for Af'ric.os. Hert dcitcd 
crowdJ dltcred thtm u lhey YUitcd tbt 
bunplo.w home of ao Afrian funil_y, 

An African timbak bu,d pb)"Cd for lhc Royal
vi.sito" jad tlwwsands '\\'21dltd as the pJ;1yus 
bnmc:l'ed. at their long X) 'lo� made (10m 
holtowod goutd.s covered wilh ,uips of wood. 
Tbb ,..., followed by ao Afri<o• mixed cheot 
sfogiog nari,·c s,oogs. The progcamtnt locludcd 
a ,on.g dcdiatcd to the 1947 tour, with tbt 
wo:rds : " May God bless aU des«nd41')tt of' 
(2uccn Victoria. , ,  

At oot stop H« Majeity met Sil(cr
Coostanti� an 89-ycv--<>Jd member of. the 
Dominican Order, who is a vocrio ohhc �qe 
of .Maf'cking and who bad met Ctdl Rhodes.. 

The Queen Mother had a.u.tcd the roof of 
the: car to be opcoc:d sl1 along � rOutiC so that 
people could .,. b..- pl>lnly, aod tb• was 
gttCted with wemcodous shouts of•• Abu,,_ 
the (a,·ouritt g,tttiag of the Afrians, 

Tb.ro,ugbout tht oou.r, Iler 1\\aje1ty iru.is:tcd 
tMt lhecar should beopm u rn.uc::h 1.1 possible. 
al'ld she won oppbu� cvaywbtrt bca.usc the 
v,,wld :tl'i\'.1)'1 �dt up and switc:h on tht car 
li.gb1 •1.'lu::n sbe oou«d 2 gtOUp o ( peop� w3itit1g 
bcddc the told to greet Flet .  ••  Nothing ts C'\'C:r 
coo mu<::h uouble for 1he Q-uttn Motbc:r;" 
chcy .. � ,tptttedly. 

At nigbt tbc Ro)•aJ ,.:uitor$ left by tn.in fot 
Owclo, and lb_erc was cxcltcn'l(:nt among the 
piny when it "1'1'21 ano OI.IJK(d tba\ a lion was 
ro:uning the li.nc ahead. But although there 
"-.:re $ip of. an unusuaUy larg:e amo1,1ot of big
g:am,c reaming the a-ea, the QiK!c:n Motkr and 
Prin¢C$$ Margaret were dis.ippointcd. Not 
ooe wild anim:i I was seen throughout the whole 
trip, 
Gwelo i, the ccntoo for 1he country',

lndusirial mtl,lbnd.$ .  lit'«' thl! Qucc1, Mother, 
11,: : 1in d r( .•v,cd : 11l in ••hit!! er Cr-co .. rnd 11,c ,Hlf 1he 
·1110mhi1J &1 : ,ui<01, o f  1hc Royal Air F,otl"I!'► 1he
b"' 1rnQ11, i ,� <�rnr in 1bi1 at'Q anJ ll 1c111in,litt 

... ,.,, .. 



LEOPARD ROCK 
Thut$day 9th July wa, scbcdu� \1$ a day or rc:;1: for the Otittn
Mother 111:1d 1hr Prino:1;:S tt d'IC t,iuurcsquc �ard Rede 
Hotel (lx.lcm), in 1hc Vu.rob,. M❖wm1i.n i: .  T"Qt the l'rinoe1'£ it 
bcaimc an Pf/"""" le$(, Htr Royul Hiatu,eH bad CODlNICl«l 
• $¢\'¢(¢ QOld l<l)(l bild l<l �ay in bed. lt WU decided t� Site
abo\l.ld tlr buck t,) S:iti,bur,: IDSlcad <,f W)d(':IU.ir:ig the 2:00-m.ilc
<--..t: iow:QC') ' to Net Vkloflll $1'.b«luk<l ror 1!-.c foll O'A'iQe ct.iy. 
The Quc,en Mothcr(rii?J:.r) i8 $«:Ii \l1itb the Gol.•crooc ar.d Ledy
Knmcdy at Lcopud Rock lio<cl, 

D\lriQ.I:: the 11ft�oon af the 
8th J ulT ,  tbc Quttn M¢(1\1Ct 
and the Pri!KlCU r.n«id«l the 
,\U}'O.\"'$ Garden Party Ill 
Hi!Lddc Spolt$ Club, Umtll i.Hett, tb¢ Quec-:t Mother 
(left}, t1:cthW from little
Dtly$t �J aDd A,b;n 
McGteg:oc a .,.,,wl:ic-talkk." 
&,U fot l;)rlncc.» AnM, Tbe 
dc.>11'$ clothes we� made br
pq.Jtllt$ of cbildttn irtt.cnding 
the Fairln:idi;c Ccnttt u
Unua li. At this liflli¢ ()( the
tour-Juilfw1)' in bol:b timt 
u.nd dim:u!OC-tbe Roy� 
too.Ti ${$ 11$.d (\)\'t'.rtd 750 miles 
and l»d. tra•·dkd from &.Ii � 
b\lQ' to Bubwayo, J!Cflr the 
"''dlttn border$ of M.auilx� 
b.nd, a. -,d rhc:n 3,:ro,s the 
cO'.Jnuy w the e.tttm �!'$ 

of Manktb:nd. 



�i:u ;it )IO'Jl'lgll Mltl(T> Nl'o\.. ... V,A.Vi • (:ll11.01u:s 

Qildu:o Also icem to 6ourish at Ny.o)'lldri ! During Iler tour or
the irrigation ptQj«r 1.hc Qu«11 Moc.her (altotit) ,aw 1111d met many Africans of all aic:ir 11nd was tp«ia,11)' i,n1erts1ed in African ca1tle 
(b��- Nyan)'l<bi, $lllrtcd in 1930, (OJ'l'lpri$e$ 7� acrCJ underuriiauon. Tbc aUU'\·ial $Oil is or J«"irL <k;nb, ia s«ooM a1>9n.'llch•
i� 70 f«t. Maiu ill gN)',1,"l'l io wmmu, £oll0'1''«1. bJ "11111l1cmp and
whellt in tlle wi1\ler. 

PRll'ICESS l!ARGARE'f 

RETURNS TO SALISBURY 

of Gwclo's part in the Empitt Air Tr.tining
Scheme of t he  last war .  

Later $he saw 10;000 Afric:i.ns, under the 
J'2.dmhip of a doten chiefs in red, white and 
blue robes. One of them, a wiw>td man o f  
So, v.-a:$ weiring a 194; Roy:t l 10.u.r medal on hi$chest. The Queen Mother nQtioed th3t he was 
wearing it back to front) and turned it O\'ct for 

him with a smile. In the afternoon tMtt were 
vdits to thrte otber in<.lu$ui-al towos-Qu,e.Quc, 
Gatooma and Hanky. 

The Ro)'3l \1 i$ itors r�tbed Umtali on 8th 
July for the un\•cililtg of the lift-$.lze bronu. 
Statue which ts. I.be memorial t o  Kfogslc>· 
Fairbridi;c, the South African who w ent to live 
in ltbodesfa and who fou odcd the Fairbridgc 
Farm Schoob for Brilish boy, . 

.. It Vi'aS a tremendous vision of cncourttgicg 
immigration from Grt1t Britain to the Do mio• 
ions aod colonies of childrtn who might profit 
from a new life and boundlC$$ opponunitits 
whkh might there be offered them," d� 
Quttn MOU>Cr said at 1he uo,·ciling, 

Frotn the Fai.rbridge mem or ial tbc Queen
,\!other and Princess Margaret \'isitcd Sakubva, an African t()Wn'Sbip consjde rcd tht flJ)t:St io 
Rhod�a, and (Utended a civic garden party. 
And from there the>' drQ\'e 22 miles into the 
Vumbo. Mountains for 2 short per io d  of rat 
at the luxurious Leopard Rock Ho:cl. 

But the cold wc.athc:r of the po$! few days 
bad at last ta.ken its toU oi Prinocs:J Margartt. 
On the fim da)' it the Leopard Rock� 
o�ed because in the past a family of leopards
could often be seen ,uoning lhemst:IVC$ on a 
rock do,e to where the hotd is now built­
sbe. stayed in QCd with a head cold and a high 
temperature. On the foUowillg day it was 
:umoun«d tbllt the Princt$$ had temporarily
withdrawn from the tour to return 10 S3lisbur)' 
by air, while her mothct would contim.ic the
journe)' on her own.

There were $o:»es of rumultuou.s cnthusi• 
asm for the Queen M<>ther at C\'Cl')' stop 
�ong the route of her 2iS•mik (lrivc 10 Fort 
Victomt, the oldest European sculcmen.t io 
Southern Rhodesia. People bad driven many 
miles to $CC her, and 21 one point the coovoy 
of cars was s}l)\,.-ed almos.t to a standstill while 
Afr icsns, beating drums "'nd c-J.n>'ing P',tltn 
fronds, ung aod d3occd. 
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BIRCHENOUGH BRIDGE 

At the single -span, 1,o80-fecr-long Birchcnough Bridge, 
which carries the road from Umcali across the Sabi River 
to Fon Victoria, children were again out in force ro g:recr 
the Queen .M.otbcr as she halccd on her journey to Fort 
Victoria. Many of the children had uavelled hundreds of 
miles from the surrounding agricultural districts. It was at 
Bircbcnougb Bridge that Her Majesty saw her first baobab 
rttc (above, r;ght), one of the most fascinating of Rbodcsfan 
trees. Its grotesque ugliness gives it a charm of its own . 

. 1' 
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FORT VICTORIA 

The Queen Mother arrived at Fort Victoria in the evening 
of 10th July and the following day explored the strange 
ruins o f  Great Zimbabwe. Accompanied by the Curator, 
Mr. S. D. Sandcs, the Queen Mother walked through the 
Parallel Passages and labyrinth of fallen stones (below, 1,/t), 
and saw the mighty walls (be!t:,w, n'ght), which arc e$timated 
to contain between 80,000 and 100,000 tons of granite. 
Zimbabwe, 17 mile$ south�ast of Port Victoria, was dis-­
covered in 1868 by a wandering hunte:r, Adam Renders. 



rOn 9th September, 1891-barely a year_ after the Pioneer Co\umn had
entered the wild and savage oounrry which lay north of tl1c Lrmp<?po­
the Dutch Reformed Church founded Morgcn-stcr Mi�ion, which the 
Queen Mother visited on ttth July. Her Majesty chatted with African 
nurses of the Mis-sion {above), and inspected the Mission's own printing 
works (right), where Africans produce church literature. In 1950 the 
translation of the Bible into Shona was completed. 

THE FABULOUS ZIMBABWE RUINS 

At Melscttcr crossroads, which lie in a 
bowl in the hills, the Queen Mother met 9 4 -
year'-Old Cornelius Marais, one of the original 
settlers in the Ea stern Districts, and Dr. W. G .  
Rose, the first doctor there, who 50 years ago 
had often to ride 70 miles across country to 
attend a patient. 

The Africans who bad gathered to welcome 
the Queen Mother sang their National Anthem 
for her as  she went to greet them. Then the 
convoy of cars set off again to Birchenougb 
Bridge, the third largest single-span bridge in 
the world, and soon the Queen Mother saw 
her first giant baobab treeS, 

At the Nyanyadzi Irrigation Scheme for

Africans the Royal car stopped under a mam­
moth 70 feet high mucha tree, and African 
chiefs in scarlet and purple robes came forward 
to greet the Queen Mother. She was presented 
with a carved wooden plaque and an exquisite 
carving of a sleeping doe. 

While she lunched the Queen Mother

looked out over the 745-acre irrigation area 
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where Africans cultivate maize, winter whear, 
lucerne, bananas, paw paws and other vege­
tables on four-acre plots and enjoy an average 
income of £200 a year-a high average for any 
part of Central Africa. 

The Queen j\,\other rejoined the Royal train 
at Fort Victoria in the evening, and was im­
mediately given news of Princess Margaret, 
who had flown by a Dakota of the Southern 
Rhodesia Air Force to Salisbury and had 
gone straight to bed there. The Princess had 
looked pale and drawn as she left the plane, 
and there was a fur wrap round her shoulders 
as she walked to the car that took her to 
Government House from the airport. 

On 11th July, the Queen Mother visited the 
fabulous Zitnbabwe Ruins, 17 miles from Fort 
Victoria. This ancient temple, it is said, 
was the source of King Solomon's gold, and 
certainly there is indisputable evidence that 
gold was smelted there many centuries ago. 
The Queen Mother also visited the oldest and 
largest Dutch Reformed Church mission in

C<.mtinued on page 26 
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"FINGER ROCKS" 

Weird granite outcrops arc found 
throug.hout Southern Rhodesia, but the 
" Finger Rocks "at Morgcnstcr 1'.1.ission 
arc among the strangest. The Queen 
Mother met the 9 1 -ycar-old Dr. 
Andrew Louw, who founded the Mis­
sion, and was shown around by the 
S'uperinteudent, the Rev. Mr� van der 
Merwc. The large pillar bears a plaque 
commemorating the Mission,s golden 
jubUce in 1941, The early days of the 
M.ission were difficult, but generous 
gifts were given by Cecil Rhodes and 
by the British South Africa Company. 

< • 
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SAL1SBURY 

On 12th July, Princess Margaret, 
who was now recovering from 
her cold, went to Salisbury 
Station to meet the Queen 
Mother, who had journeyed 
overnight from Fort Victoria. 
While awaiting the Royal Train, 
the Princess (lefc), met Salisbury , 
citizens, including Mrs. F. J. 
Lovatt, wife of the town Clerk. 
In acccndancc was Mrs. \V.  A. E .  
\\7interton, wife of the Minister So.l,sbu?'•, 
for� Trnde and Industrial CH.t 01 Ar""1

Development. As from Utb 
July, the Princ-ess accompanied 
her mother to all the i-cmai°r\irli cngagcmc.nts in the official 
programme. Salisbury is built round the site where the 
Pioneer Colwnn ended its march into Mashonaland in 
September, 1890. 

At Salisbury station on 
12th July, the Queen 
Mother and the Princess 
Margaret said farewell to 
the staffs of the Royal a.od 
Pilot Trains. Accom­
panied by Mr. L. \Y/. Lane, 
Chief Superintendent for 
Transponation, the Queen 
Mother chatted rn the. 
African staff (above, /,Jc), 
and also to  the Royal 
Train chefs (above). Later 
the Queen Mother and 
Princess Margaret visited 
the Town House, Salis­
bwy, where the Princess 
(/,ft) is seen greeting one 
of the leading members of 
the African community. 
The Queen Mother is seen 
with Councillor S. \Y/ .  
Sand.ford, the Mayor. 



On Monday morning 12th July, the Queen Mother and the Princess attended Divine Service at the Cathedral of Sc .  Mary and 
AU Saints (abot;c, left and ri'gh1), which is the Cathedral Church of the Diocese of Mashonaland. The Car.hcdnll stands on the
site where the Pioneer Column outspanncd in 1890. The first churc.b was a thatched hut, the second a wood•and•iron building. 
The architect, Sir Herbcn Baker, drew his inspiration for the de,sign of the present building, which was sta,rtcd in 1913, from 
Ravenn::1, in Northern Italy, where the influences of both Basilican and Byzantine styles have been felt. After attending the
Cathedral service, the Queen Mother and the Princess (below) drove, with a mounted escorc of the British South Africa Police, 
to Harari Township. 

'' •  



At Harari on nth July, Princess Margaret (above), was prc,sentcd 
wi�h a bouquet as she arrived �t the Princess ,\.1.arg: :uct Hospital for 
As1� and CoJou.red People of Mixed Races. The Princess 
unvc1lcd a name plate at the hospital. During the afternoon of the 
same day, the Queen Mother (b,low) presented Colour> 10 the 
Rhodesian African Rifles at their Parade Ground. The Rhodesian 
African Rit'.l�s, �ormed in  1940, fought in �c Arakan in 1943. Due 
for dcmob1Usat1on after the war, the Rcguncot was re .. formed in 
connection with the Rhodesjan Air Training Group; in 1951 a
detachment of 400 volunteers went to the Canal Zone for labour and 
guard duties. 

PRINCESS MARGARET 

REJOINS THE TOUR 

Central Africa. It was founded in 1891 in a 
country of hostile natives and is today a flour ­
ishing settlement famous for having translated 
the Bible into the Shona language. 

At  the mission blind children sang for the 
Royal visitor, then she visited a park laid out by 
African girl guides to commemo rate the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 

By the following morning Princess Margaret 
had recovered from her cold sufficiently to 
take Holy Communion at Salisbury Cathedral 
and to be at Salisbury station to meet the 
Royal train when it pulled in. She greeted 
her mother inside the coach and remained in 
the train for 20 mi nutes before coming back 
to the platform with the Queen Mother 10

meet more than 50 members of the Royal train 
staff and police. Among the staff were &

number of African police who se job bad been 
to patrol parts of the track when the train was 
stationary at some overnight stops. 

While in the train Princess Margaret had 
changed from a brown ensemble to one of all 
white for the church service which she at­
tended with her mother when they left the 
train. The sen�ce was again held in Salisbury 
Cathedral, which had been built on the site 
of the thatched hut that was the city's first 
church 6o years ago. 

After the service the Royal car drove fo r

two miles through Salisbury's African township 
of Harari. Fifteen thousand Africans lined 
the streets and cheered. 

At the uncompleted buildings of the new 
hospital for Africans and Asiatics the Princess 
unveile d a plate, naming the place the Princess 
Margaret Hospital for Asians and Coloured 
People of Mixed Races. 

In the afternoon the Queen Mother inspected 
400 men of the Rhodesian African Rifles, and 
presented the regiment with irs colours in
sunshine so strong that several soldiers c o l ­
lapsed during the ceremony. She was dressed 
in a blue and lilac printed chiffon dress with 
a wide-brimmed pale blue hat swathed in navy 
blue tulle. 

The Queen Mother compared the significance 
of the regimental colours with that of the 
shields carried into battle by the African forc­

Conrinu,d on poge 28 
Page 26 
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On 131h July, the Queen Mother (abov,) laid the foundation 
stone of the Rhodesian University, Expressing her pJe.asure 
that the cxrcmony marked a long period of preparatory work, 
Her Majesty said : H I hope that the standards and traditfons 
established in this universny will � as sound and strong and 
enduring as the Rhodesfan granite of this foundation stone." 
In the afternoon of the same day, Her Majesty and the Princes, 
anended the British South Africn Police Sports. The Queen 
�1other (above, right) was presented with a brooch in the form 
of the Corps• badge and Princess Margaret (below, right)
received a spedally bound copy of " Blue and Old Gold," a 
«cord of the B.S.A. Police. 

I 

Arriving at Mrcwa, to attend the Mangwendc Agriculrural 
Show on 14th July, the Royal visitors (ah<w,) were greeted by 
this O praise-dancer." 



Tilt� VISIT TO 3;1n£\\1',\ 

Women trilled the" pururudza .. ululat-ion> and the" kawumbcrc "­
the traditional clapping welcome-echoed among Mrcwa's granite 
hills when 16,000 Africans welcomed the Royal visitors to the 
Mangwcndc Rcscn•e at Mrewa. Her Majesty (above), received 3 

fine Jeopard skin from Chic.f Mang:wcnde and-> after the presenta­
tions, Princess Margaret (bt/(>U}), accompanied by Mrs. Mangwcnde, 
laid the foundation stone of the African Women's Club. In lhc 
Queen Eli?.abelh Hall, the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret 
(bcloto, right) were shown soinc of the work of the \'V'omcn's Club by 
Chief Mang\vcndc and his wife. 

THE QUEEN MOTHER 

LAYS UNIVERSITY 

FOUNDATION STONE 

fathers of the soldiers on parade. " In the 
short history of the Rhodesian African Rifles," 
she said, " you have proved that you can hold 
your own in battle. By your service since the

war, you have shown that you can carry out 
your duties towards the Queen, the colony, and 
its people with smartness and efficiency. By 
the way in which so many of you volunteered to 
serve in the Middle East when help was 
needed, you have shown that you are ready to 
take your share in the welfare of the Common­
wcalth. n

Salisbury was e11 Jete for the last days of the 
tour. Europeans and colourfully clad Africans 
thronged the streets, which are shady with 
green trees. First Street, one of the main 
roads, with its fine modern buildings and 
their sun verandahs was crowded all the 
daylight hours and made a gay sight with 
flags to greet the Royal visitors. 

One of the highlights of the tour came 
on 13th July whe n  the Queen Mother laid the

foundation stone of Rhodesia University, 
near Salisbury. She said that the three 
governments in the forthcoming Central 
African Federation were giving careful con­
sideration to the provision of higher education 
for the Africans. The university, the first 
institution of its kind in Central Afr ica, will be 
open 10 all races. 

"No one can doubt that the territories 
O,minued 011 page 30 
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Watching the Salisbury tobacco auction-the world's largest-on 15th July, the Royal visitors (above) were astonished at the 
speed with which the bales were sold--onc every six or seven seconds-and by the auctioneer's " sing .. song " chant as be 

recorded the bidding. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S BALL AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

which are about to form themselves into this
great federation have now reached a stage of 
development which justifies their desire for a 
university of their own," the Queen Mother

said. 
" This stone is a symbol of the creation of a 

university which will provide higher education 
for all peoples in these terr itories. 

" The establishment of a university in which 
students of all races will share the same 
teaching and undertake the same courses on a 
basis of academic equality will be a fitting 
culmination of all the splendid prepara tory 
work done by so many people. 

" I hope that the standards and traditions 
established in this university will be as sound 
and strong and enduring as the Rhodesian 
gxanite of this foundation stone." 

In the afternoon the Royal visitors watched 
Scottish dancing to the music of pipes at a 
sports meeting held by the British South 
Africa Police. Africans packed in the stands 
about the magnificent, tree-banked sports field 
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gave the Royal party a wonderful reception as 
they drove round. Princess Margaret seemed 
completely recovered from her cold, but she 
was protected by rugs against the chilly wind. 
She wore a shrimp-pink ensemble, while the 
Queen Mother was in lilac watered taffeta. 

The Princess eame fully into her own in the 
evening when the young peoples' ball was held 
at Goverrunent House. Lively and radiant in 
a lace-trimmed gown, wearing a diamond tiara, 
she danced until after I a.m. and led her part• 
ners expertly through the Scottish reels. 

The dancing was started by the Queen 
Mother, who eame on the floor with the 
Governor, Sir John Kennedy, while Princess 
Margaret's partner was the Governor's 18-year­
old son, Hugh. 

Princess Margaret accompanied the Queen 
Mother on the following morning to a native 
agricultural show at Mrewa, in the mountains 
of the Mangwende Reserve, 50 miles from 
Salisbury. On the way the crowds lined the 
road at all the stopping places. 

Conti'nutd on page 32 



On 16th July, the Royal Tour of Soul.hem Rhodesia ended.  In 
sixteen memorable days the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret 
had (among other engagements) inspected 14 Guards of Honour or 
detachments of cx•Servicemcn, Guides and Scouts, visited 12 
African sculcmcnts, made seven replies to  addresses of welcome, 
delivered three speeches, and attended two Government House 
receptions. Then came the farewells. The Queen Mother (above) 
shakes hands with Mr. P. B. Fletcher, Minister for Native Affairs. 
Prin�ss Margaret (left), wotchcd by Sir Robert Trcdgold, the 
Chief Justice (centre) and Mr .  Fletcher, says good•bye to the Prime 
Minister, Sir Godfrey Hugsins. Then the Royal visitors (be/()W) 
boordcd the Comet for the flighr to England. 



.0 . A • 
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ARRIVAL HOME 

There rcrnaincd tl\e homecoming. At London Airport on the 
morning of 17th July, Queen Eli:,;3bcth The Queen Mother and Her 
Royal }ijghness The Princess Margar<t stepped from the Comet 
jct-airliner (above), to be greeted by Her Majesty the Qu«n and 
the Duke of Edinburgh (bt/Otll), The 1953 Royal Tour of Southern 
Rhodesia had ended. 

"FAITH IN THE FUTURE OF 

THIS PART OF AFRICA" 

An So-year-old chief, in his rich, blood-red 
robes, jumped into the path of the Royal car 
to cavort on spindly legs in token of loyalty. 
The tribe's praiscmaker, dressed in flowing 
white robes, meanwhile leaped madly up and 
down, brandishing a spear and a hatchet. 

In the evening more than 1,200 people 
attended a Govemmenr House reception. The 
Queen Mother wore a white-and-gold lace 
crinoline with the sash of the order of the 
Garter, and a magnificent tiara. Princess

Margaret was in oyster slipper satin, her gown

embroidered with crystals. She wore the 
sash of the Royal Victorian Order. 

The day before the Royal visitors returned 
to England they went to the tobacco auction 
and laughed heartily at the extraordinary 
mumbo-jumbo of the auctioneer's song. So 
intrigued by it was the Queen Mother that she 
asked English-born Frank Roscoe to record his 
patter for her, so that the record could be 
played on the Clarence House radiogram when 
she was a t  home again. 

That night at Government House Princess

Margaret entertained dinner guests with songs 
which charmed everyone. Here she showed 
how talented she is, both as pianist and as 
singer. 

Throughout the tour the Queen Mother 
kept a note of all the beautiful flowers of the 
country, and she took away samples of flowers 
an d vine s from Government House to be 
planted in her gardens in Britain. 

On this last day of the Royal visit to Rhodesia, 
at a garden party given by the Mayor of 
Salisbury in the city park, Her Majesty spent 
over an hour talking ro people who had 
helped or officiated at functions during the 
tour. She presented cuff-links to the men, and 
brooches to the women, as souvenirs. 

Afterwards, as the great Comet jet airliner 
carried the Royal party home, many who had 
heard the Queen Mother's speed! of farewell 
to the country must have been remembering 
her words of praise and encouragement when, 
referring to the strides made by the Colony 
since her last v isit, she had said " This progress 
is a tribute to the drive and enterprise of your 
citizens and is an earnest of their faith in the 
future of this part of Africa." 
Page 32 
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